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Preparing Communities for Household Enumeration

Securing the endorsement of key community leaders and letting households know about enumeration activities ahead of time is critical. These activities ensure that households understand the purpose of the activities, and they increase the likelihood of participation. Important steps in preparing communities are summarized below.

One Month Prior to Household Enumeration:

A senior official from the enumeration team who speaks the local language should set a meeting time so that s/he can notify community, religious, and traditional leaders of the purposes of household enumeration and dates for local activities. Obtaining leaders’ approval for this work and having them agree to speak out in community fora in support of the activity is essential. Some key messages that are important to convey to community leaders at this stage include the following.

· Mosquitoes spread malaria. 

· Spraying the inside walls of houses kills mosquitoes.

· To best protect the community from malaria, survey teams need to ask heads of households questions about house size, wall composition, number of residents, etc.

· Information the surveyors obtain will help with planning for IRS.

· Survey teams will explain when spraying will take place and how households can best plan for spraying. Houses will not be sprayed at this time.

· For success, community leaders need to speak out to educate the community about the importance of participating in the enumeration survey.

In addition to community leaders speaking out about the exercise, other mechanisms to increase awareness should be considered. For instance, it may be useful to make announcements encouraging participation via a mobile public announcement (PA) system or through community radio spots. 

On the Day of Household Enumeration:

On the day that household enumeration activities commence, the head of survey activities should arrive early to notify the appropriate community representatives or authorities. Once that has occurred, along with any other necessary protocol, household enumeration activities can begin.
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Indoor Residual Spraying Toolbox:





Implementation Support for Program Managers








